NATIONALISM,   1914-1920
Political Officers, however, believed that the Sharifian influence
\\ould have little effect in the Muntafiq because of the self-
interests of the fallahm and sarkals. The Officers stated, how-
ever, that it would take low taxation and firm treatment to
ensure the maintenance of these friendly relations, the Muntafiq
Arabs being like gunpowder: the slightest spark would send
them off. The tribes were reported as being quiet at that
moment, but with arms at hand, their towers still standing and
with a consciousness of their fighting ability, they were danger-
ous potentialities. They could be persuaded to do almost
anything by agitators with a free hand and plenty of money.1
Opposed to the British for entirely different reasons but
nevertheless joining actively in the agitation against them were
the many ex-officials of the former regime repatriated in 'Iraq.
Some of these, discontented with the pensions paid them from
the Civil Treasury, favoured any regime which would give
them employment. Most of them, however, hated Great
Britain and sought the return of the Turks or else desired a
Muslim Government joined to a pan-Islamic Federation
headed by Turkey.
The Nationalists could also count upon the support of many
of the landlord class who, accustomed under the Turkish
regime to exercise their privilege of collecting their rent to the
last piastre without obligation either to the land or tenant, now
found a strong arm imposed between them and the fallahm.
Tenants, also, who had managed by devious means to escape
payment of rent, had little reason to wish for the continuance of
a Government which insisted on the payment of rent as well as
of revenue* To them, as well as to many other classes, the in-
sistence of the British Administration on its standards of justice,
order, punctuality, the conduct of public business and sanitation,
had little counterpart in their customs and in their habits of
thought. Its unrelenting efficiency and thoroughness and even
1 Shatra District Report in Admin Repoit, Muntafiq Division, 1919 (Baghdad,
1920), p. 92.
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